
 

 

Current U.S. Social, Political, and Economic Issues  
for Young European Leaders 

A Regional Project for Europe 
 
These visitors are invited to the United States under the auspices of the Department of State’s 
International Visitor Leadership Program. Their program is arranged by American Councils for 
International Education. 
 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

Andorra Ms. Gemma CANO BERNE 

Head of Protocol, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Andorra and Ambassador to Greece-Cyprus-Bulgaria and 
Malta (nonresident) 

 

Croatia  Mr. Dario ZUROVEC, Ph.D. 

Mayor, City of Sveta Nedelja and Member of Croatian Parliament 

 

Czech  Mr. Ondrej ŠMIGOL, Ph.D. 

Republic 

Reporter and Commentator, Echo24 News and Týdeník Echo Magazine 

 

Estonia  Mr. Toomas TAMMIK 

Mayor, Järva Municipality 

 

 



France  Ms. Sarah SOILIHI, Ph.D. 

Head of Development for France and Overseas Territories, AKTO and President, Sarah Soilihi Foundation 

 

Germany Mr. Nasser AHMED, Ph.D. 

City Councilor, City of Nuremberg and Vice Secretary General, Social Democratic Party Bavaria 

 

Germany Ms. Heike WERMER 

Member of Parliament, State Parliament of North Rhine-Westphalia 

 

Greece  Mr. Georgios KALAITSIDIS 

Senior Advisor and Strategic Projects Director, Municipality of Thessaloniki 

 

Greece  Ms. Nefeli MEGALOVASILI 

Content Creator and Social Media Influencer 

 

Lithuania Mr. Justinas SVEGZDA 

Vice Mayor, Šiauliai City Municipality 

 

Portugal Mr. Amish VIJAY LAXMIDAS 

Advisor to the Mayor of Lisbon, Lisbon City Hall 

 

Republic of North Mr. Admirim ALITI 

Macedonia   University Professor, Mother Teresa University and  

Vice President, Alternativa Political Party 

 

Republic of Türkiye Ms. Buket DÜNDAR 

Foreign Relations Expert, Istanbul Governor’s Office 

 

 



Romania Dr. Andrei BACIU 

President, National Liberal Party, Bucharest Sector 3 Chapter 

 

Slovak   Mr. Dominik PORVAZNIK 

Republic 

Coordinator, Office of the Minister, Ministry of European and Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic 

 

Switzerland Mr. Luc SCHNURRENBERGER 

Deputy Head of Foreign Economic and Trade Affairs, Economiesuisse 

 

United   Ms. Jasmine BANGHARD 

Kingdom  

Deputy Director General for Civil Aviation and International Maritime Strategy, Department for 
Transport, UK Government and Trustee, Greenwich Carers Centre 

 


