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N early 75 years ago, 
Global Minnesota was 
founded by a small 

group of dedicated individuals 
who felt inspired to welcome 
international students to 
the state. They believed that 
all people, not only career 
professionals, could play a role  
in citizen diplomacy. 

From this modest origin, 
Global Minnesota has become our state’s leading 
nonprofit for advancing international understanding 
and engagement. We are Minnesota’s global 
champion, promoting the state as a hub for commerce, 
culture, and citizen diplomacy. As described in a 
recent MinnPost article:

  Yet another subtle and 
overlooked asset [of Minnesota] 
is a more sophisticated global 
awareness and a willingness to learn 
from and trade with other nations…. 
Organizations such as Global 
Minnesota… nurture this spirit.”

As a unique, nonpartisan gathering place, Global 
Minnesota fosters informed discussion on topics 
of global importance, provides unforgettable 
connections to world-renowned experts, creates life-
changing cultural experiences, and opens the door 
to the world across Minnesota. Global Minnesota’s 
successful programs continue to grow. Over 18,000 
participants discovered the world through nearly 550 
activities covering 150 countries, while engagement  
in corporate and individual membership continued  
to increase throughout the year. 

Global Minnesota programs open global pathways 
to people of all ages and backgrounds across the 
state. Whether through World Affairs Events, 
Corporate Engagement, K-12 Education, Professional 
Exchanges, Discussion Groups, or International 
Student programs, everyone can navigate a world of 
possibilities through this organization. 

As Global Minnesota looks towards its 75th 
anniversary, we expect the need for these programs 
to continue increasing dramatically. More than ever, 
people are looking for trusted, nonpartisan insights 
into economic, political, and cultural developments 
around the world. Global Minnesota will always 
be a welcoming community for informed and civil 
discussion and learning. 

This incredible undertaking is only possible 
through the hard work and dedication of a small 
but mighty staff and modest operating budget. This 
staff, the leadership of President Phil Hansen, an 
active Board of Directors, and dedicated members, 
partners, supporters, and volunteers are essential  
to this mission. 

If you haven’t already, I invite you to join us and 
become part of a community that shares your interest 
in culture, world affairs, foreign policy, and their 
impact on Minnesota and the world.

To our members and partners, thank you for 
being engaged in this important work. Together we 
are opening new pathways and possibilities for our 
global future.
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Ross Wilson, U.S. Ambassador (ret.)
2022-2025 Board Chair

LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP
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Middle East & North Africa: 
Great Decisions groups across the 
state hosted dozens of long-form 
discussions on geopolitical issues in 
the Middle East, giving time to share 
perspectives and answer questions.  

Asia-Pacific: Minnesota 
businesses, academic institutions, 
and nonprofits participated in an 
interactive discussion about the 
future of U.S. relations with China.  

South & Central Asia: Minnesota 
students in classrooms spanning 
kindergarten to eighth grade enjoyed 
interactive lessons on Bangladesh, 
India, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, and other 
countries across Asia.   

In 2023-24, Global Minnesota opened global pathways to over  
18,000 participants, helping them discover new connections in  

150 countries through over 550 activities across the state. 

GEOGRAPHIC HIGHLIGHTS  /  150 COUNTRIES IN A YEAR

Latin America: Entrepreneurs 
and changemakers from the Young 
Leaders of the Americas Initiative 
contributed their talents to local 
organizations while building new 
skills and forging commercial ties.

Europe: A delegation of emerging 
European political leaders met 
with a bipartisan group of state 
legislators to share ideas on creating 
welcoming communities. 

Sub-Saharan Africa: Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs 
Molly Phee outlined top priorities 
in U.S. foreign policy toward the 
region and gathered input from local 
diaspora communities. 

PROGRAM REACH

“I feel like the knowledge I learned from preparing for  
Academic WorldQuest will transfer very well to when I go to college.” 

–ST. PAUL CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT



OUR WORLD AFFAIRS EVENTS 
open the door to international 
understanding by bringing world-
renowned experts, diplomats, and 
cultural leaders to people across 
Minnesota. We welcome foreign 
ambassadors and dignitaries to the 
state, providing custom programs to 
forge new connections to Minnesota 
in addition to public presentations. 
These events give all Minnesotans 
unique access to hear directly 
from these leaders, helping people 
navigate the complex pathways of 
today’s global landscape.  

OUR CORPORATE 
ENGAGEMENT provides 
unparalleled international access, 
global information, insights, 
and worldwide brand exposure 
to Minnesota companies of all 
sizes. Business briefings focus on 
enhancing economic development 
opportunities, building global 
networks, and sharing  sustainability  
best practices.

C O R P O R AT E  E N G A G E M E N T

W O R L D  A F FA I R S  E V E N T S 

 
“I loved 

the engagements 
and variety of different 
topics and insights that 

Global Minnesota provides to 
Corporate Members.” 

–JONATHAN CREMER,  
HARMONY ENTERPRISES

PROGRAMS



       MINNESOTA IS A GLOBAL HUB 
for professional expertise. This past 
year, we created pathways for hundreds 
of Minnesota professionals to exchange 
best practices with delegations 
from 128 countries in areas such as 
agriculture, human rights, healthcare, 
and green energy. These exchanges 
forge life-changing connections 
among government officials, nonprofit 
executives, education practitioners, 
and corporate leaders as part of the 
U.S. State Department’s International 
Visitor Leadership Program and other 
exchange programs.

P R O F E S S I O N A L  E X C H A N G E S

EDUCATION IS THE KEY to opening 
professional and personal pathways. 
Through our K-12 Education Program, 
we unlock global possibilities for 
students across the state. Starting 
at the elementary school level, 
Classroom Connection brings the 
world to thousands of students 
through innovative and interactive 
lessons. At the high school level, 
Academic WorldQuest challenges 
students through a rigorous global 
knowledge competition. These 
programs prepare students to work in 
a global economy, recognize cultural 
differences as strengths, and expose 
them to multiple career paths.

K-1 2  E D U C AT I O N

 “Volunteering with  
Global Minnesota has  

reinforced the importance of  
cultural exchange in promoting  

global harmony and understanding, 
something I’ll carry with me long 

after my studies.” 
–ALI, CLASSROOM CONNECTION 

VOLUNTEER FROM PAKISTAN

PROGRAMS
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NEARLY 75 YEARS AGO, Global 
Minnesota began as a welcoming 
organization to help international 
students navigate life in our state. In 
2023-24, the International Student 
program helped hundreds of 
students from 73 countries discover 
unique cultural experiences and 
connections to create unforgettable 
moments of Minnesota hospitality.  

NAVIGATING COMPLEX GLOBAL 
pathways in foreign policy 
requires an informed and engaged 
community. In collaboration 
with the national Foreign Policy 
Association, Great Decisions 
Discussion Groups connect 
communities at the grassroots 
level with Minnesota foreign 
policy experts across the state 
from Rochester to International 
Falls. These groups foster 
informed and civil discussion on 
critical global issues, opening a  
path for understanding and  
cooperation in contentious times.  

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D E N T S

“I have 
admired Global 
Minnesota for 

connecting international 
students like me to 

 know more people in  
the United States!” 

–INTERNATIONAL STUDENT  
FROM OMAN

D I S C U S S I O N  G R O U P S

“I’m a librarian 
and Great Decisions  

is one of our most  
requested programs!” 

–GREAT DECISIONS GROUP LEADER

PROGRAMS



 
ASSETS 
Cash/Cash Equivalents  $165,439 

Equipment (net)  10,854 

Receivables and Prepaid Expenses  166,658 

Other Assets  87,439 

Investments  1,096,586 

Total Assets  $1,526,976

 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

Liabilities  $66,250 

Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions  447,941 

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions  1,012,785 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $1,526,976 

 
EXPENSES 

Program Services  $1,169,741 

Management and General  146,555 

Development  233,240 

Total Expenses  $1,549,536

The Global Minnesota Board of Directors approved use 
of up to $50,000 in additional Board-designated funds to 
cover anticipated FY24 expenses.

JUNE 30, 2024

 
REVENUE 

Membership and Individual Contributions  $751,757 

Corporate and Foundation Contributions  362,987 

Program Income  100,002 

Government Contributions  243,674 

Investment Revenue and Other Income  71,830 

Total Revenue   $1,530,250

FINANCIALS

*

C E L E B R AT I N G  P O R T  C I T I E S
This year’s Gala celebrated maritime pathways with stops in port cities around the world. 

Together with hundreds of Global Minnesota friends, international visitors, community 
leaders and inspired global citizens, nearly $320,000 was raised to expand our capacity 

and meet the intense demand for global programs. Thank you to the dedicated  
and creative Gala committee for their incredible leadership.
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Minnesota plays a unique and outsized role in the world.  
We are a global hub for international commerce, cultural traditions,  

and citizen diplomacy. Our inspiring community creates infinite 
openings for global pathways and possibilities.

Expanding International Understanding
Throughout the state, Global 
Minnesota opens pathways to 
international understanding. With 
a WorldQuest trivia competition in 
Duluth, Great Decisions Discussion 
Groups in Brainerd and Stillwater, 
Professional Exchange delegation 
meetings with counterparts in 
Austin and St. Cloud, and a pilot of 
the Classroom Connection program 
in Mankato schools, all corners of 
the state benefit from expanded 
understanding of the world.   

Boosting Economic 
Development
Global Minnesota provides 
essential information for Minnesota 
businesses to navigate global 
economic opportunities. This 
past year, we launched the Global 
Business Outlook, a unique event 
analyzing top business megatrends 
to help companies of all sizes 
connect to international markets.

Building Worldwide 
Connections
Unforgettable visits from 
Ambassadors and Consuls 
General of Chile, China, the Czech 
Republic, Finland, Israel, Kosovo, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, 
Uzbekistan, and Zambia build 
Minnesota’s worldwide reputation 
as a destination of international 
importance. 

Enhancing Civic 
Participation
We help communities understand 
the world, each other, and 
themselves more deeply. Inspiring 
discussions with foreign policy 
experts such as Fiona Hill and 
senior diplomats including Assistant 
Secretary of State Molly Phee 
enhance civic participation among 
Minnesotans of all backgrounds. 

O
PEN

IN
G  G LO B A L  PAT H WAYS

GLOBAL PATHWAYS
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A s Global Minnesota 
approaches its 75th year 
of advancing international 

understanding and engagement, 
we have bold new plans to expand 
the reach and impact of our shared 
global community. The intense 
demand to understand our global 
world is driving the organization to 
new heights. 

As we look toward the future, 
Global Minnesota is committed to 
opening even more pathways to 
global understanding by: 

In the year ahead, join us as we 
embrace global curiosity and 
engagement. Together, we will  
share the best of Minnesota with  
the world and the best of the world  
with Minnesota.

Our goal is to ensure Global 
Minnesota remains the “go to” 
trusted, nonpartisan source 
of context, connections, and 
understanding about the international 
events and issues driving our world. 
Global Minnesota is committed to 
serving our community to meet the 
intense and increasing demand to 
better understand our increasingly 
complex time.

FUTURE PATHWAYS

Engaging  
the Next  

Generation
Hosting More  
World Class  

Speakers

Establishing  
Volunteer Global 

Ambassadors

F U T U R E  PAT H WAYS

Doubling  
Our Audience  

Reach
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The financial generosity of individuals, businesses,  
organizations, and foundations helps open new program pathways.  

Your support makes this work possible. 

GIVING

Aer Lingus
Donaldson Company, Inc.
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
East View Information Services
Ever-Green Energy, Inc.
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath
General Mills, Inc.
GHR Foundation
Government Analytica

Greater Metropolitan 
Area Foreign Trade Zone 
Commission

GREATER MSP
Harmony Enterprises
HSML
International School  

of Minnesota
Invest Alberta
KNOCK, Inc.
KPMG LLP

Land O' Lakes, Inc.
Macaluso LLP
Mall of America
Medtronic, Inc.
MGK Company
Minnesota Timberwolves  

and Lynx
MN Best, Inc.
PCL Construction Services Inc.
Québec Government Office  

in Chicago

Rainbow Resort, Inc.
Riley Hayes Advertising
Sit Investment Associates, Inc.
Sunrise Banks
The Lakeland Companies /  

The Lakeland Group 
Foundation

The Scoular Company
Uponor North America
Wanner Engineering, Inc.
Zopec Medical

Additional Supporters

Carlson and the Curtis 
L. Carlson Family 

Foundation
Cargill, Inc.

Cozen O’Connor
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A./ 

Fredrikson & Byron 
Foundation  

Hormel  
International  

Foods Corporation

Horton Holding, Inc.
UnitedHealth Group

Premier Corporate Members 

Corporate Members 

Associate 
Corporate 
Members 
Axis Communications
Conner IP
Ecotone Analytics GBC
New Boundary Technologies
Ontario Trade and Investment 

Office – Chicago
Propel Event Transportation 

Management
WTP Advisors

Organizational 
Members
Thanks to our nonprofit, 
diplomatic, and educational 
partners 

Consulate General of  
Canada in Minneapolis

Consulate of Mexico  
in Saint Paul

Carlson Global Institute – 
Carlson School of  
Management

Celtic Junction Arts Center
H2O for Life
Maestral International
Minnesota Consular Corps

$100,000+
Global Ties U.S.

$30,000+
Minnesota Historical Society 

(State of Minnesota)

$15,000+
International Research and 

Exchange Board (IREX)
Travel Leaders
Viking

$5,000+
Stephanie Dillon

$2,500+
Jessen Press, Inc.
Mastering Cultural Differences
Twin Cities Public Television
Z Wines USA

$1,000+
Dervish Mazza

$500+
RicoLatino LLC
Park Tavern

$250+
Alliance Française  

Minneapolis/St. Paul
American Swedish Institute
Bach Society of Minnesota
Blaze Credit Union
Dale Studios
Esperienza Italia
Germanic-American Institute
Irish Fair of Minnesota
Minnesota United FC
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Sawbill Canoe Outfitters

Enhance  
Global Economic  

Opportunity 

Foster  
Peace &  
Security 



globalminnesota.org    11

T R I B U T E S

Remembering Tim Odegard –  
A Passionate Program Director 
As Program Director from 2015-2023, Tim’s vast global 
knowledge, gracious hospitality, and cheerful leadership inspired 
thousands to connect with the world. The Global Minnesota 
community will miss Tim’s joyful presence, passionate service, 
and his mischievous sense of humor. Gifts in his memory will fund 
programs that spark global curiosity and learning in K-12 students.

GIVING

Anonymous (5) 
Archdiocesan Liturgical 

Commission
Eileen & Ralph Beha 
Liz Brailsford, World Affairs 

Council of Dallas/Fort Worth
Marlais & Erik Brand
Joan Brzezinski & Barry Johnson
Carol Engebretson Byrne  

& James Byrne
Angelina Calderon
Theresa Calderon
Melissa & Uri Camarena
Jonathon Coltz
Alba & Matt Critchley
Jason DeVries
Jane Dohrmann
David Edmiston
Kristen, Matt, Reed &  

Anna Edmunds
Amy Egenberger
Dawn Ellerd
Jeannie Fox Entenza &  

Matthew Entenza
Susan Everson
Paula & Jeffrey Fisher
Michael Fitzpatrick
Robyn & Todd Gallegos
Jacqueline Geiger
Gloria & Robert Gelhaye
Lisa Gold
Sherry Gray & David Blaney
Kristin Hankwitz &  

Terry Fisher / The Fisher  
Family Charitable Fund

Anne & Craig Hanson
Erin Hart & Ben Langager
Molly Hayes Baril & Luke Baril
Michael Hollerich
Susan Hooge

Sandy & Burton Hoverson
Matthew Hughes, World Affairs 

Councils of America
Hunter Jungbauer &  

Jeanette Iacono
Pam Iverson
Mary Jamieson
Molly Jansen
Diana Johnson
Jane & Gerry Kaplan
Thea Keamy
Lisa Keitel & Eric Sjostrom
Geoffrey Knight
Margaret Knill
Sarah Kolar
Meredith Kos
Linda & Loren Krantz
Ruth Krishnan
Jane, Eric, Hans &  

Peter Lagerquist
Karen & Daniel Lange
Mary Jeanne Levitt
Jessica & Ryan Libby
Grace Loonan

Tony Lorusso
Arash Mahnan
Karen & John Marsalek
Rosi Milton
Janelle Montgomery
Audrey Moore

Susan Moore
Tanna Moore & Craig Swaggert
Zach Mullinax
Agnes & Patrick Mulvihill
Lisa Nordland
Barbara O’Connor
The Olshanski Family
Kathleen & Kelvin Oscarson
Angela Penniman
Abby Pinto
Susan & David Plimpton
Kelly Regan
Dixie & Steve Riedel
Laura & Michael Robinson
Christine Sarkes
Duffy & Bill Sauer
Sibylle & Rob Scarlett
Jennifer & Ken Schlosser
Dimitri Senaratna
Timothy Short
Patricia Simmons & Les Wold
Loren Simpson
Jocelyn & Scott Sindelar
Laurel & Scott Stoneking
Lenelle Suliguin
Joyce & Dick Swedean
KaiMay & Joseph Terry
Elizabeth Thimmesh
ThreeSixty Journalism
Teresa & Curt Turner
Mary & Paul Twite
Martha & Jorge Ulate
Rebecca Urbrock
Abigail Wahl & Alberto Olvera 

Romero and Alina, Rosalie, 
Maya, Alberto

Carol Walsh
Ruth Weber Kelley &  

Peter Kelley 

Grow  
International  

Understanding  
& Engagement

Remembering  
Bob McCrea – A True 
Servant Leader 
A dedicated Global 
Minnesota leader, Bob 
joined the Board in 1995, 
serving as Board Chair 
and Honorary Board. He 
brought a head for finance 
and fundraising along with 
a heart for people. Over 
the decades Bob served as 
a trusted advisor, problem 
solver, committed supporter 
and cheerleader for the 
organization and it would be 
hard to overstate his impact 
on Global Minnesota. Bob’s 
example is an inspiration to 
find common ground and 
better understand  
our world.

Julie & Douglas Baker
Kathleen Blatz &  

Gregory Page
Sheila & Michael Bonsignore
Carol Engebretson Byrne  

& James Byrne
Anne & Craig Hanson
Kathleen & Kelvin Oscarson
Mia & Brian Sullivan
Kaimay & Joseph Terry
Kay Thomas & James Rustad
Katherine Youngblood

In honor of  
Paul Campbell
Lisa L Weisman Donor 

Advised Fund

In memory of Al Carp
Ruth Carp

In honor of David and 
Leni Moore
Barbara Moore

In honor of Mark Ritchie
Sharon Mueller



“We had an amazing time with our three dinner host guests. They shared personal stories, and everyone  
was very supportive of each other. We ended the evening playing a ragtime piece for them on the piano.”

–LINDA BERMAN HOSTING MANDELA WASHINGTON FELLOWS

I N D I V I D U A L  D O N O R S

$50,000+
Anderlik Memorial Fund
Lawrence Family Foundation/

Jim & Mary Lawrence
Martha (Muffy) MacMillan / 

M&M007 1969 Trust / Martha 
E. MacMillan Foundation

$20,000+
Sheila & Michael Bonsignore / 

Bonsignore Family  
Charitable Fund

Brenda Johnson / Brenda L 
Johnson Donor Advised Fund

$15,000+
Mark Addicks & Thomas Hoch
Liliane & Guillaume Bastiaens
George Family Foundation
Mumtaz Kazim & Hossein 

Aliabadi / Aliabadi Fund
Mary Lynn & Warren Staley
Sue & Michael Vallafskey / 

Michael and Suzan Vallafskey 
Donor Advised Fund

$10,000+
Peggy Grieve / The Grieve 

Family Fund of the Minneapolis 
Foundation

Bonnie Grzeskowiak &  
Terry Wade

Rebecca & Peter Hawthorne

GIVING

Build Global   
Relationships

SK & Sing Fook Lo
Nicole & Kirt Woodhouse / 

Woodhouse Family Foundation

$7,500+
Amy Adams de Martin &  

Jose Martin Zapata
Richard Helling &  

Charles McCormick
Polly McCrea / Robert and Polly 

McCrea Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Gillian & Richard Morris
Margo Squire & Ross Wilson 

/ American Center for 
Philanthropy

Kaimay & Joseph Terry

$5,000+
Frank Babka
Linda Bearinger &  

Michael Resnick
Carol Engebretson Byrne  

& James Byrne
Lisa Clarke & Colin Gentling
Margene & David Fox /  

Fox Family Foundation
Lili Hall
Linda Seebauer Hansen  

& Phillip Hansen
Anne & Craig Hanson

Amber & Mahdi Kansou
Mary & Royce Kloehn
Marlene Lopez Ibarra  

& Kory Carlston
Brigitte & Jack Malone
Nancy & Mark Mammel
Lucy C. Mitchell –  

The Longview Foundation
Laura & Michael Robinson / 

Familia Robinson Foundation
Nell & Christopher Smith /  

Nell and Chris Smith –  
The Longview Foundation

Kay Thomas & James Rustad
Karen Owen Tuzcu & Ertugrul 

Tuzcu / The Tuzcu Family 
Charitable Fund

Katherine Youngblood

$2,500+
The John and Joan Brooks Fund
Melissa & Uri Camarena
Jinny Choi & Dennis Santos
Karen Cooley-Kistler  

& Stephan Kistler
Joan R. Duddingston
Tom Frattallone &  

Sebastian Vannavong
Nancy Gaschott & Mark Ritchie
Joyce & Jacob Gayle
Molly Hayes Baril & Luke Baril
O.C. “Joe” Hognander, Jr./  

The Hognander Foundation
Ying & Eric Iverson
Ronald Kenmir
Nicole Larson &  

Michael Frattallone
Jhna & Richard Lundin
Karen & John Marsalek
Pati & James McConeghey
Leni & David Moore / David and 

Leni Moore Family Foundation
Tanna Moore & Craig Swaggert
John Tulloch
Rachel & Donovan Walsh

$1,000+
Khadija Ali & Ahmed Isse Awad
Mary & Bradley Buck
Barbara Burwell / RP Burwell 

Family Foundation

Roma Calatayud-Stocks & 
Thomas Stocks

Eleanor Crosby /  
The Crosswols Foundation

Mary C. Dolan –  
The Longview Foundation

Bobbie & John Evangelist
Rebecca & Benjamin Field III
Bruce Goodman
Chelsey Griggs & Shon Hartman
John Harrington
Sara Hennessey Berney  

& Scott Berney
Sylvia & Samuel Kaplan
Mandy & Erik Karulf
Thea Keamy
Susan & Bill Kirkpatrick / 

Kirkpatrick Charitable Trust
Barbara & Robert Kueppers
Joann & Donald Leavenworth
Janet Lee & John Biestman
Ingrid Lenz Harrison  

& Alfred Harrison
Anne Lewis & Peter Nord
Jessica & Ryan Libby
Catherine & Jason Lipinsky
Barbara & Loren Lorig
Cynthia & Michael Manns
Laura & Michael Masica
Lori & Doug McDougal
JoAnn & Douglas Meyer
Barbara Moore
The John and Priya Morioka 

Donor Advised Fund
Doyle O’Brien &  

Samuel Krawczyk
Jan Ormasa & Thomas 

Hiendlmayr
Mabel Paredes-Nichtova & 

Rastislav Nichta
Susan & David Plimpton
Shelly Poore &  

Lawrence Mahoney
Judy & Robert Prentiss, Jr.
Judy & James Rice
Beth Richardson
Anita Root
Angela Schulz/Angela Schulz 

Charitable Fund



Gloria & Fred Sewell
Zina Somova & Kent Lee
Missy Staples Thompson & 

Gar Hargens / Missy Staples 
Thompson Fund

Denise & Jacob Sterling
Margo Struthers & Mark 

Haugland / Struthers - 
Haugland Family Fund

Anna Wasescha &  
Richard Kagan

Ruth Weber Kelley &  
Peter Kelley

Fred and Eleanor Winston -  
The Longview Foundation

Amy Xu & Michael Schumann

$500+
Carolyn & Rob Albright / 

Albright Foundation
Dr. Susan Alpert
Traci Alshaali
Anonymous (2)
Antonia Maria Apolinario-

Wilcoxon
Julie & Douglas Baker
Jeannine & Robert Befidi
Kathleen Blatz & Gregory Page
Susan Boren & Steve King 
Fiona & Sean Campbell
Joan & Gary Capen /  

Capen Family Fund
Mary Jane & Bob Carlson
Harvey Charles
Christine & Clinton Conner
Sandra Davis
Kathya & Frederick Dawe
Sandra & Olubunmi Famodu
Sharon & Robert Flaten
Eric Foster

GIVING

Connie Fullmer &  
Jimmy Longoria

Janna Wallin Haug &  
Arden Haug

Norma Henning & Michael Pettit
Kimberly Johnson &  

Thomas Saylor
Marlene Johnson
Ronda Kanne
Ana Maria & Patrick Kelly
Don Keysser
Jennifer & Mark Lindberg
Anne Linnee
Mary & G. Carlos Lopez
Peg McKee & Dean Adams
Lanesha Minnix
Kate & Aaron Nyquist
Kathleen & Robert Oganovic
Kathleen & Kelvin Oscarson
Peravid Foundation
Bory Prom & Jun Li
Lennet Faye Radke &  

John Przybylinski
Norma & Robert Ramsay
Colleen Ryan & Robert Oberlies
Kathleen Seestadt
Patricia Simmons & Les Wold
Joseph Smentek
Karin & Todd Smith
Susan Smoluchowski
Southwick-Sundquist Charitable 

Fund
Cassandra & Andrew Stillman
Maurielle & Gregory Storms
Sylvia Strobel & Walter 

Lehmann
Natasha & Thomas Stroebl
Kaitlin & Shady Taha
Karen & David Takes
Kathy & Robert Thames
Michelle Thom
Christa Tiefenbacher-Hudson

Zantha & Thomas Warth
Christina & Mathew Woodlee
Wyley Family Fund

$300+
Anonymous (2)
Jan Bauer
Eileen & Ralph Beha /  

Ralph and Eileen Beha Fund
Pearl & Robert Bergad /  

Choi-Chiu and King-Wo 
Lam Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Patricia & Paul Boettner
Catherine Born
Ruth Carp

Betsy Currie & Derek Fried
Joanne & Frederick Czeswik
Kate & Mike Dawson
Sandra & Steven Dickinson
Janet Dolan & William Moore
Lois West Duffy & Joseph Duffy
Jennifer Kocs Erickson &  

Brian Erickson
Melisa Esposti
Allison & Todd Fasking
Dianne Ferrandi & Roy Goslin
Amy & Jack Fistler
Sherwood Frey
Csilla Grauzer &  

Mehr Jay Shahidi
Mary Ann Green &  

Cuneyt Feizoulof
Virginia Grossman
Mirja & Samuel Hanson
Martha Hardesty &  

Nasser Pooladian
Yvonne Cheung Ho & John Ho
Rebecca & Tim Hoeft
Mary Hoopman &  

Michael Wallner
Heather & Charles Jacoby
Maerenn & Steve Jepsen
Yaroslava Kalutska
Marit Lee Kucera
Venetia & Robert Kudrle
LaJune & Thomas Lange

Jessica & Praba Manivasager
Harsh Mankad
Judy Marcouiller &  

Donald Garner
John-Paul Mars
Mary Melbo & John Witek
Cheryl Meyer &  

Roderick Squires
Sharon Mueller
Teresa & Robert D. Olson
Jenneke Oosterhoff &  

Ronald Okenfuss
Karin & Bharat Parekh
Armetha Pihlstrom
Anneke & Ian Purtle
Marilynne Roberts
Jenifer Robins & Steven Hunegs
Susan & Richard Ross
Thomas L. Schaefer
Nneka & Charlie Sederstrom
Jocelyn & Scott Sindelar
Chichi Steiner & Tom Rassieur 

Chartiable Fund
Sara Stenberg
Donna Tarantino &  

Darreyl Walker
Rebecca Ganzel Thompson & 

Micheal Thompson
Margaret Walters & Per Hong
Marianne Wargelin &  

Clifford Brown
Lisa L Weisman Donor  

Advised Fund
Karen Wilson Thissen &  

Paul Thissen
Susan & Terry Wolkerstorfer

$150+
Curtis Anderson
Anonymous (6)
Susan & Jon Archbold
Jannette & Richard Ayuk
Jennifer & Paul Bagdade / 

Bagdade Family Giving Fund
Ann & Koen Bastiaens
Bercaw McKelvey Family Fund
Jennifer & Andrew Blake
Cecelia Boone
Carol Bouska & Jeremy Iggers
Ronnie & Roger Brooks
Bea Brown
Renee Brown
Helen Burke
Margaret & Alejandro Catambay
Kay & Glen Christianson
Susan Crandall &  

Brandon Armstrong

Encourage  
Informed  

Discussion

Inspire &  
Prepare the Next 

Generation of  
Global Leaders
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Patricia Cummens &  
Scott Edmond

Marna & Brian Dahlgren
Sherry Ann & Edward Dayton
Carol Dethmers
Eischen-Moulton  

Charitable Fund
Edward Farmer
Concha Fernández del Rey
Kathleen Foran & Tom Beach
Drinal Foster
Cindy Frattallone
Lali Galan & Jote Taddese
Richard Garber
Kathryn Gates & Peter Everett
Anne Gichuri-Echessa
Janice & Paul Grizzell
Suzanna & Andrew Grossman
Audrey Grote & Mary Oelke
Catherine Guisan &  

Stephen Dickinson
Dave Gunnarson
Cathy Gustafson
Amy & John Guttery
Bryce Hamilton
Tom Hanson
Weli Hassan
Hawn Family Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Carol & Henry Hayden
Elizabeth Hazekamp
Kristin Henning Bartel & 

Thomas Bartel
Joan Higinbotham
Julianna & Stephan Huh
Kathleen Humphries
Catherine Jarvis
Emily & Anton Justin Jerve
Connie & Kurt Johnson
Jane Johnston
Susan Jones

GIVING

Cindy Jurgensen & Curt Rahman
Ellen & Myron Just
Bruce Karstadt
Jeremiah & Pamela Kearney 

Family Fund
Teresa Kimker
Carol Kissner & Claude Buettner
Barbara Klas
Mary & Peter Knoll
Kimberly Krohn & John Fishpaw
Maureen Kucera-Walsh  

& Michael Walsh
Sue & Steve Kuncio
Mary Beth Lamb &  

Dwight Larsen
Peggy & Alan Lathrop
Lee – Chong Family Giving Fund
Michelle & Christian Lenhart
Aneta Lennartson
Stephanie & Jimmy Levine
Mary & Mac Lewis
Kevin Line
Sylvia & Michael Lovett
Juanita & Richard Luis
William Lunka
Mara MacMillan
Sharon & Lawrence Mallery
Jordana Mattos & Jim Young
Sylvia McCollor
Mary McCormick
The Cassidy McCrea Burns Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Shannon & Robert  

(Dobbin) K. McCrea, Jr.
Anne McLaughlin
Julia & David Miller
Karina Milosovich
Angela & Patrick Minto
Juliana & Frank Molek

Karen Moore & Bill Spinelli
Timothy Moore
Mary Ellen Muckerman & 

Michael Youngblood
Edward Murphy
Dawn & Kyle Nelson
Kristen Nelson &  

Richard Cheeseman
Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Thomas Newton
Norma Noonan
Susan & Stuart Nordquist
Melissa & Jon Olson
Paul Ostrow
Sylvia & Andrew Oxenham
Doris Pagelkopf
Elizabeth Parker
Nathan Paul
Ruth Pechauer
Marla Peterson
Anne Pflugi & Dave Schafer
Caria Philgreen & Tyler Vogel
Alan Potter
Leila Poullada
Cheryl Pray & Ariel Delouya
Gary Prevost
Jacqueline Prince
Dixie & Steve Riedel
Anthony Riesberg
Bonnie Rietz
Paul Ripon
Donna & Will Roman
Tariq Samad
Duffy & Bill Sauer
Jo Ellen & H.L. Saylor
Anthony Schmidt
Christine & James Schoettler
James Schollett
Colleen Schwartz &  

Aaron Archbold
Inez & Lyall Schwarzkopf
Mary Shamrock
Sue Shepard
Renee & Ted Sherman

Mariana & Craig Shulstad
Jill & Stuart Shwiff
Bonnie Skelton
Angela & Nicholas 

Skrowaczewski
Jenny & Scott Slipy
George Sparks
Carol & Richard Stahl
Miriam & James Stake
Molly Steenson
Carol Steinberg
Sarah Stevenson
Marcia & John Stout
Kris & Lee Strom
Mia & Brian Sullivan
Kathleen Sundberg & Alan Ickler
Peggy Brakken Thal &  

Steven Thal
Diane & William Toscano, Jr.
Nina & John Tuttle
Anne & Thomas Ulseth
Jeanne M. Voigt Foundation
Karen Walkowski
Ruth & David Waterbury
Karen Weathers
Julia & William Weiler
Jon R. Wendt
Mary & Mark Westra
Janice & Paul Wicklund
Rachel Williams
Kevin Winge
Winifred Wu & Bob Lund 
Cathy Yandell & Mark McNeil
David Yesilevskiy
Thomas Young
Leontine & Petrie Zaal

Promote  
Global Cultural  

Exchange

Enhance  
Minnesota’s  

Global  
Reputation

If we have omitted or misspelled your name, please accept our apologies and contact us so we may correct our records.



G L O B A L  M I N N E S O TA  S TA F F

Board Chair
Ross Wilson,  

U.S. Ambassador (ret.)

Vice Chair
Uri Camarena, Somos

Past Chair
Martha (Muffy) MacMillan

Treasurer
Jack Malone 

Directors
Khadija Ali, Global  

Language Connections
Patrick Andersen, CWT
Scott Berney,  

Carlson Holdings, Inc**
Bradley Buck, Land O’Lakes
Lisa Clarke
Clint Conner,  

Conner IP Law Firm
Latisha Dawson, SPHR, Cargill*
Stewart Derechin, Cargill**
Steven J. Dickinson,  

Cozen O’Connor

Jacob A. Gayle, Ph.D.
Trevor Gunn, Medtronic
Lili Hall, KNOCK, Inc.*
Rebecca Hawthorne, MN Private 

Colleges & Universities
Marlene Lopez Ibarra, 3M
Ying Iverson, Ph.D.,  

Westcliff University 
Mara Garcia Kaplan, Pentair**
Mumtaz Kazim, M.D.**
Sam Krawczyk,  

Sit Investment Associates
Mary G. Lawrence, M.D.
Jessica Libby, KPMG*
John Marsalek,  

Dorsey & Whitney
Lori C. McDougal
Lanesha Minnix, Ecolab*
Tanna Moore
Gillian S. Morris, KPMG**
Tom Newton, KNOCK, Inc.**
Ratislav Nichta,  

The Toro Company**
Robert M. Oberlies,  

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

Michael Robinson
Jennifer S. Rude, American  

Dairy Queen Corp.**
Angela Schulz,  

Target Corporation
Thabani Sinkula, Welly Health*
Nell Smith
Todd Smith, Donaldson 

Company, Inc.
Lee Suro, UnitedHealthcare 

Global 
Michelle Thom, MPA, Ed.D., 

State of Minnesota
Donovan Walsh, The Financial 

Services Consulting Group
Anna Wasescha, Ph.D.,  

West Central Initiative

Ex Officio Directors 
Jan Bauer, Consul of the UK 

Government Office, Minnesota
Harvey Charles,  

University of Minnesota
Sandra Cruz, Consul General, 

Consulate General of El 
Salvador in Minnesota

Beth Richardson,  
Consul General of Canada

Iván Roberto Sierra Medel,  
Head Consul of Mexico

Mathew Woodlee,  
U.S. Commercial Service – 
Minnesota

Honorary Directors
Sheila Bonsignore
Gary Capen
Thomas Colwell
David Fox
Charlie Hartwell
Peter C. Hawthorne
Leni Moore
Susan B. Plimpton
Robert H. Scarlett
Robert W. Sit
Ertugrul Tuzcu
Katherine W. Youngblood

Alex Albrecht, Membership  
and Gala Manager

Karen Baumgaertner, 
Professional Exchanges 
Manager

Phil Hansen, President
Erin Hart, Program Director
Nicholas Hayen, Marketing & 

Communications Manager
Steve Jaffee, Corporate 

Relations Officer
Katie Kelley, World Affairs 

Events Manager
Olaf Krohn,  

Technology Manager
Nathan Lindberg,  

Project Coordinator
Berit Madsen, International 

Exchanges Coordinator

Jo Mattos, Volunteer  
& International  
Student Manager

Rosemary Milton,  
Database Manager

Kathleen Oscarson,  
Director of Operations

Sylvia Oxenham,  
K-12 Education Manager

Steve Riedel,  
Senior Corporate Advisor

Julie Rossate,  
Operations & Special  
Projects Manager

Colleen Schwartz,  
Accounting &  
Business Manager

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

*denotes Board members who completed their service in FY24     **denotes Board members who began their service in FY25

Current as of September 1, 2024

BOARD & STAFF

Build Global  
Competence

“This was one of the most interesting and enriching adventures in which I have ever been involved. Membership in Global 
Minnesota is a great opportunity and source of learning about how the world around us impacts our lives and livelihoods.”

–DAVID LINGO, GLOBAL MINNESOTA MEMBER



OUR MISSION

Global Minnesota’s mission is to  
advance international understanding  

and engagement.

JOIN US IN EXPLORING THE WORLD 

globalminnesota.org

Global Minnesota is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, meeting the Minnesota Charities 
Review Council standards and receiving the highest rating from Charity Navigator. 

®


