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Global Minnesota’s mission

is to advance international  

understanding and engagement.

Join us in exploring the world.

globalminnesota.org

Global Minnesota is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization, 
meeting the Minnesota Charities Review Council standards and
receiving the highest rating from Charity Navigator.



A GLOBAL HEART, A MINNESOTA HOME 
In 1951, an intrepid group of Minnesotans created the International Center 
for Students and Visitors, determined to provide a welcoming community 
for international students. Since then, Global Minnesota has engaged 
people across cultures, professions, and generations for nearly three-quarters 
of a century. Over the years we have grown into a statewide leader 
in advancing global understanding, citizen diplomacy, and  
international exchange.

MINNESOTA’S GLOBAL CHAMPION 
Today we stand as a trusted, nonpartisan source of insight on world events, 
helping Minnesotans make sense of the global developments that shape 
our economy, security, and communities. We convene key forums such as 
our Great Decisions Conference and popular events with experts, including 
Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat and the Consul General of Japan, making 
important foreign policy conversations accessible to all. At a time of worldwide 
anxiety and rapid change, this mission has never been more essential.

Despite rising costs and uncertainty surrounding federal exchange programs, 
Global Minnesota is energized by the growing demand for our work. Over 500 
people attended our U.S. Foreign Policy Update to kick off the year. Visits from 
diplomats including the Ambassadors of Latvia, Luxembourg and Portugal reflect 
the essential role we play in connecting our state to the world. 

75 YEARS OF DIALOGUE, DIPLOMACY, & DISCOVERY  
As we approach our 75th anniversary in 2026, we are preparing to commemorate this extraordinary 
journey by celebrating the people who make this work possible. Our many members, supporters, 
volunteers and partners, working alongside our dedicated staff and board, bring Global Minnesota 
to life and carry forward a remarkable legacy of global engagement. Together, our work ensures  
that Minnesota will remain a place where informed dialogue, cultural exchange, and international  
connection flourish.

In the year ahead, I invite you join over 2,000 members and 550 volunteers as we honor our past,  
celebrate the present, and look ahead to a future in which Minnesota continues to excel in global 
discovery, international dialogue, and citizen diplomacy. Your commitment to creating global  
connections continues to shape the future of Minnesota and our world.

LETTER FROM BOARD CHAIR

This year Global Minnesota created global 

connections for over 23,000 participants covering 

151 countries through 565 activities across 

the state. From international visitor exchanges and student programs to world affairs events, 

discussion groups, and corporate engagement, these experiences strengthen Minnesota’s ties to  

the world and enhance citizen diplomacy throughout the state.

Ross Wilson, U.S. Ambassador (ret.)
2022-2025 Board Chair

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

LATIN AMERICA: International students from 

Argentina, Bolivia, Mexico, Panama, and more 

received a warm Minnesota welcome through 

local experiences, professional development, 

and dinners in members’ homes. 

EUROPE: Ambassadors and Consuls General 

from Finland, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, and 

Ukraine connected with the Global Minnesota 

community and Corporate Members. 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: Kwezi from Uganda 

shared his country’s culture and language with 

first grade students at Minnesota schools. 

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA: World Affairs 

events, including a webinar on regime change 

in Syria, connected Minnesotans with vital 

information about global developments.  

SOUTH & CENTRAL ASIA: Local and national 

speakers discussed the rising geopolitical 

importance of India at Global Minnesota’s 

Great Decisions Conference. 

ASIA-PACIFIC: A delegation of cybersecurity 

experts from Australia, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, 

Thailand, and more connected with Minnesota 

businesses, IT organizations, and electrical grid 

specialists through Professional Exchanges.



WORLD AFFAIRS EVENTS 
Global Minnesota’s World Affairs Events 

program fosters meaningful global 

connections by bringing highly-regarded  

experts and diplomats to Minnesota 

audiences. Over the past year, Global  

Minnesota events engaged more than  

8,400 registrants through 79 programs.  

Key programs including a panel on 

U.S – South Korea relations, a virtual 

discussion on the future of Ecuador, the  

community favorite WorldQuest trivia 

competition, and Mongolian calligraphy  

lessons deepened cross-cultural 

understanding and strengthened  

connections between Minnesota and 

the world. 

CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT 
Through Corporate Engagement, Global 

Minnesota helps hundreds of Minnesota 

companies expand their international 

expertise and networks through 

opportunities to gain access, insights, 

and international brand exposure. In 

2024-25, Global Minnesota hosted 13 

specialized business briefings, including 

a timely discussion on tariff policy with 

over 500 attendees, sustainable 

development roundtables, and the 

sold-out Global Business Outlook,  

which provided essential context  

on future business megatrends. These 

events expand global economic  

partnerships, strengthen cross-border 

relationships, and prepare for the future 

of international commerce.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

In a time of increasing change for 

international students, Global Minnesota 

continued our founding tradition of 

welcoming over 1,200 visiting students in 

2024-25. Students from 82 different 

countries experienced iconic Minnesota 

adventures from local hiking to a beach 

day, and from visits to the State Capitol 

to a local apple orchard. Professional  

development opportunities help  

international students prepare for career  

success, while dinner hosting in Global 

Minnesota members’ homes create 

a welcoming environment. These programs 

connect students with meaningful cultural  

experiences, build lasting friendships, 

and share the best of Minnesota while  

fostering global understanding.  

DISCUSSION GROUPS 

Across the state, nearly 30 Great Decisions 

discussion groups connect communities 

with today’s most pressing foreign policy 

issues. In partnership with the national 

Foreign Policy Association, discussion 

groups across Minnesota brought 

thousands of participants together with  

local foreign policy experts for informed, 

civil dialogue on topics including U.S.-

China relations, European security, and 

the global security implications of artificial 

intelligence. In 2025, we relaunched  

the annual Great Decisions Conference, 

creating a community forum for deeper 

exploration on the global challenges 

that impact us all.

PROFESSIONAL EXCHANGES 

Global Minnesota’s Professional  

Exchanges create connections across 

continents and spotlight the state’s  

incredible potential to visiting delegations. 

In 2024-25, nearly 300 Minnesota 

professionals met with international  

delegations from 87 countries to 

exchange best practices in fields such 

as cybersecurity, arts and culture, 

polytrauma healthcare, and advancing  

STEM education. In partnership with the  

U.S. State Department’s International  

Visitor Leadership Program and other  

exchange programs, these experiences  

create ongoing opportunities for  

professional exchange for leaders in 

Minnesota’s public, private and  

nongovernmental sectors. 

K-12 EDUCATION 

Our Education Program fosters global  

awareness for every grade. Through  

Classroom Connection, over 2,800 students 

met with international volunteers, bringing 

cross-cultural perspectives to life. At the 

high school level, Academic WorldQuest 

challenged students from across the state to  

apply their understanding of the world in a  

fast-paced global knowledge competition.  

Together, these programs prepare young  

people to foster international understanding, 

develop global competency, and thrive in 

an interconnected world. 
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Cargill, Inc.

Carlson Family Foundation

Cozen O’Connor 

Donaldson Company, Inc.

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. / 
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation 

Greater Metropolitan Area Foreign 
Trade Zone Commission

Hormel Foods 
International Corporation

Horton Holding, Inc.

KNOCK, inc.

Land O’ Lakes, Inc.

Sit Investment Associates, Inc. / 
Sit Investment Associates Foundation

UnitedHealth Group

3M

Aer Lingus

Associated Bank

Barr Engineering Company

Conner IP

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

East View Information Services

Easy Modular Manufacturing, Inc.

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath

General Mills, Inc.

GF

GREATER MSP

Harmony Enterprises

HSML

International School 
of Minnesota

Invest Alberta

KPMG LLP

The Lakeland Group Foundation / 
The Lakeland Companies

Mall of America

Medtronic, Inc. / 
Medtronic Communities Foundation

MGK

PCL CONSTRUCTION

Propel Event Transportation Management

Stinson LLP

VM.PL Software House

Wanner Engineering, Inc.

Zopec Medical

CLIMBING TO NEW HEIGHTS 
 

Nearly 400 Global Minnesota friends, international visitors, and 
globally-minded leaders from across the state joined this year’s 

Gala to celebrate iconic mountain ranges and cultures. 
The unforgettable evening featured fine international cuisine and 

entertainment, while raising nearly $340,000 to support our vital 

mission and create more global connections across the state. 

 

Thank you to emcee Karla Hult and to the dedicated and creative Gala committee 

for their work to create a successful event. 

	

ASSETS 	

Cash/Cash Equivalents	  $217,411 

Receivables and Prepaid Expenses	  179,135 

Equipment (net)	  4,666 

Other Assets	  257,567 

Investments	  1,022,412 

Total Assets	  $1,681,191

	

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	

Liabilities	  $317,389 

Net Assets without Donor Restrictions	  425,695 

Net Assets with Donor Restrictions	  938,107 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	  $1,681,191 

	

EXPENSES	

Program Services	  $1,233,705 

Management and General	  107,085 

Development	  230,167 

Total Expenses	  $1,570,957

JUNE 30, 2025

	

REVENUE 	

Membership and Individual 	  $795,311 

Corporate	  368,110 

Government	  178,330 

Program Income	  142,757 

Investment and Other Income	  64,203 

Total Revenue 	  $1,548,711

F I N A N C I A L S G I V I N G

PATRON $500+
AICEP Portuguese Trade & 

Investment Agency

Carlson Global Institute - 
Carlson School of Management

Consulate General of Canada  
in Minneapolis

Consulate of Mexico 
in St. Paul

Saint Mary’s University 
of Minnesota

SUPPORTING PATRON $250+
Minnesota Consular Corps

Minnesota State 
University - Mankato

The financial generosity 

of individuals, businesses, 

organizations, 

and foundations is 

essential to expanding 

our shared 

global connections.

Your support makes 

this work possible. 

Thanks to our
nonprofit, diplomatic, and 
educational partners at the 

following levels.

A D D I T I O N A L  S U P P O R T E R S

$100,000+
Global Ties U.S.  

(U.S. Department of State)

$30,000+
Congressional Office for International 

Leadership (COIL) 

Minnesota Historical Society 
(State of Minnesota)

$15,000+
International Research and 

Exchange Board (IREX)

$7,500+
CWT

Foreign Policy Association

$5,000+
Jones Day

Kurt Johnson Auctioneering, Inc.

RBC Capital Markets, LLC

$3,000+
Ballard Spahr LLP

H&H Outfitters

Jessen Press, Inc.

Uniq Journeys LLC

$1,000+
International Gourmet & Creative 

Cultural Exchange

Korea Economic Institute of America

Travel Leaders

World Affairs Councils of America

Z Wines USA

$500+
Consulate General of the People’s 

Republic of China in Chicago

International Student and 
Scholar Services

Ironwood Foraging Co.

Padraigs Brewing

Park Tavern

$250+
Alotapilates

Alliance Française 
Minneapolis/St. Paul

Bach Society of Minnesota

Consulate General of  
Japan, Chicago

Dale Studios

Goldstein Museum of Design

Heritage Gear

Minneapolis Institute of Art

Minnesota Vikings

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel

R.F. Moeller Jeweler

Twin Cities Public Television

A S S O C I AT E  C O R P O R AT E  M E M B E R S

Government Analytica

Henning Law Firm PLLC

Metropolitan Airports Commission

New Boundary Technologies

WTP Advisors

P R E M I E R  C O R P O R AT E  M E M B E R S

C O R P O R AT E  M E M B E R S



I N D I V I D U A L  D O N O R S

If we have omitted or misspelled your name, please accept our apologies and contact us so we may correct our records.

$50,000+
Anderlik Memorial Donor Fund
Martha (Muffy) MacMillan

$25,000+
Rebecca & Peter Hawthorne
Brenda L Johnson Donor Advised Fund
Lawrence Family Foundation/Dr. Mary 

& Mr. James Lawrence

$15,000+
Liliane & Guillaume Bastiaens 
Mitchell Czech & James Powell
George Family Foundation
Kaimay & Joseph Terry / Kaimay & 

Joseph Terry M.D. Charitable Fund

$10,000+
Sheila & Michael Bonsignore
Mumtaz Kazim & Hossein Aliabadi / 

Aliabadi Fund
SK & Sing Fook Lo
Nell & Christopher Smith / Nell & Chris 

Smith - The Longview Foundation
Margo Squire & Ross Wilson / Margo 

Squire & Ross Wilson Fund
Mary Lynn & Warren Staley
Sue & Michael Vallafskey / Michael & 

Suzan Vallafskey Donor Advised Fund
Rachel & Donovan Walsh

$7,500+
Melissa & Uri Camarena
Ronald Kenmir
Laura & Michael Robinson / Familia 

Robinson Foundation

$5,000+
Frank Babka
Lisa Clarke & Colin Gentling
Margene & David Fox / Fox Family 

Foundation
Tom Frattallone & Sebastian Vannavong
Lili Hall
Anne & Craig Hanson
Ingrid Lenz Harrison & Alfred Harrison
Marlene Lopez Ibarra & Kory Carlston
Nancy & Mark Mammel
Lucy C. Mitchell - The Longview 

Foundation
Leni & David Moore / David & Leni 

Moore Family Foundation
Tamrah Schaller O’Neil & Steve O’Neil
Brenda Radichel Quaye / William D. 

Radichel Foundation
Melissa & Brian Ronning
John Tulloch
Karen Owen Tuzcu & Ertugrul Tuzcu
Nicole & Kirt Woodhouse / 

Woodhouse Family Foundation
Katherine Youngblood

$2,500+
Anonymous
Linda Bearinger & Michael Resnick
The John & Joan Brooks Fund
Karen Cooley-Kistler & Stephan Kistler
Amalia & Kenn Damgaard
Sheila & Stewart Derechin
Pamela Diamond & Michael Brenner
Sandra & Steven Dickinson
Nancy Gaschott & Mark Ritchie
Bruce Goodman
Chelsey Griggs & Shon Hartman

Linda Seebauer Hansen & Phillip Hansen
Molly Hayes Baril & Luke Baril
Sara Hennessey Berney & Scott Berney
O.C. “Joe” Hognander, Jr. / The 

Hognander Foundation
Ying & Eric Iverson
Mara & Ryan Kaplan
Barbara & Robert Kueppers
Nicole Larson & Michael Frattallone / The 

Michael Frattallone Family Foundation
Brigitte & Jack Malone
Karen & John Marsalek
Anne McCarthy
Pati & James McConeghey
Robert and Polly McCrea Family Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Lori & Doug McDougal
Tanna Moore & Craig Swaggert
Gillian & Richard Morris
Olivia Nelligan & Mike Durkan
Dixie & Steve Riedel
Anita Root
Jennifer & Bob Rude
Thomas L. Schaefer
Angela Schulz / Angela Schulz 

Charitable Fund
Missy Staples Thompson & Gar Hargens 

/ Missy Staples Thompson Fund
Constance St. Germain & Robert Sit
Ruth Weber Kelley & Peter Kelley
Winifred Wu & Bob Lund / Wu Family 

Charitable Trust
Henry Zurn

$1,000+
Mark Addicks & Thomas Hoch
Kimberlee Beecham
Susan Boren & Steve King / Boren 

Family Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Brad Brasser
Rob Britton & Tatum Rezin
Carol Engebretson Byrne & James Byrne
Roma Calatayud-Stocks & Thomas 

Stocks / The Thomas & Roma Stocks 
Charitable Fund

Joan & Gary Capen / Capen Family Fund
Rebecca & Josh Chou / Fueling the 

Future Fund
Christine & Clinton Conner
Eleanor Crosby / The Crosswols 

Foundation
Monica Eischen & Tony Moulton / 

Eischen-Moulton Charitable Fund
Rebecca & Benjamin Field III
Michele Franchett
Connie Fullmer & Jimmy Longoria
Joyce & Jacob Gayle
Janice & Paul Grizzell
Michelle & Jeff Haroldson
Richard Helling & Charles McCormick
Kimberly Johnson & Thomas Saylor
Thea Keamy
Maureen Kucera-Walsh
Elaine Kumpula & Richard Shrake
Janet Lee & John Biestman
Judith & Steve Lewis
Jennifer & Mark Lindberg
Barbara & Loren Lorig
Jhna & Richard Lundin
Cynthia & Michael Manns
Laura & Michael Masica
Karen & Doug McElrath / Douglas & 

Karen McElrath Donor Advised Fund

Eric Nelson
Kathleen & Kelvin Oscarson
Mabel Paredes-Nichtova & Rastislav 

Nichta
Susan & David Plimpton
Shelly Poore & Lawrence Mahoney
Judy & Robert Prentiss, Jr.
Lennet Radke & John Przybylinski
Judy & James Rice
Mandy & Steve Riley
Thomas Rose
Kristine & Guy Sanschagrin
Patricia Simmons & Les Wold
Karin & Todd Smith
Cassandra & Andrew Stillman
Natasha & Thomas Stroebl
Margo Struthers & Mark Haugland / 

Struthers - Haugland Family Fund
Linda & Bill Sweatt / Charles B. & 

Margaret L. Sweatt Family Fund
Michelle Thom
Kay Thomas & James Rustad
Rebecca Thomley
Emylisa Warrick
Zantha & Thomas Warth
Chantal Wilson
Fred & Eleanor Winston - The 

Longview Foundation

$500+
Amenah & Ackochi Agunwamba
Carolyn & Rob Albright / Albright 

Foundation
Anonymous
Peggy & Jim Baumgaertner
Eileen & Ralph Beha / Ralph and 

Eileen Beha Fund
Emily Brandes Sawers
Mary & Bradley Buck
Alan Carlson
Jeana Carrasco
Jessica & Adam DeRosier
Sandra & Olubunmi Famodu
Drinal Foster
Cathy Graham & Eric Schwartz
Csilla Grauzer & Mehr Jay Shahidi
Barbara Grazette & Keith Skerrett
Bonnie Grzeskowiak & Terry Wade
Martha Hardesty & Nasser Pooladian
John Harrington
Lynn Herbert & Mike Miller / The 

Miller Herbert Family Fund
Yvonne Cheung Ho & John Ho
Shajive Jeganathan
Ronda Kanne / Kanne Family
	 Giving Account
Don Keysser
Kirkpatrick Charitable Trust
Mary & Royce Kloehn
Anne Lewis & Peter Nord
Jessica & Ryan Libby
Peravid Foundation
Allison & Brandon Lundmark
Jessica & Praba Manivasager
Peg McKee & Dean Adams
Ross Meisner / Ross Meisner 

Foundation
Cheryl Meyer & Roderick Squires
JoAnn & Douglas Meyer
Kate & Aaron Nyquist
Jenneke Oosterhoff & Ronald Okenfuss
Gabrielle & David Parish / Parish 

Family Community Fund
Anneke & Ian Purtle

Denise & Kevin Reilly
Jenifer Robins & Steven Hunegs
Dimitri Senaratna
Mariana & Craig Shulstad
Beth Silverwater & Norman Greenberg / 

Greenberg & Silverwater Fund
Maurielle & Gregory Storms
Sylvia Strobel & Walter Lehmann
Jeris Stueland & Toopan Bagchi
Maggie & Chris Tatton
Carolyn & Robert Van Nelson
Anna Wasescha & Richard Kagan
Wyley Family Fund
Leontine & Petrie Zaal

$300+
Anonymous (5)
Devry Boughner Vorwerk & Doug Vorwerk
Victoria Brenner
Eric Butterwick
Ruth Carp
Margaret & Alejandro Catambay
Betsy Currie & Derek Fried
Sandra Davis
Sherry Ann & Edward Dayton
Janet Dolan & William Moore
Jeannie Fox Entenza & Matthew Entenza
Nancy Feld
Mary Ann Green & Cuneyt Feizoulof
Mirja & Samuel Hanson
Tom Hanson
Shawntera Hardy
Erin Hart & Ben Langager
Janna Wallin Haug & Arden Haug
Michele & Eivind Heiberg
Mary Hoopman & Michael Wallner
Andrea Humphrey & Jamey Anderson
Judy & Elliot Jaffee
Catherine Jarvis
Peggy & Mark Jessen
Mary Jones
Mandy & Erik Karulf
Mary & Peter Knoll
Anna & Kimmo Kyllonen
LaJune & Thomas Lange
Shirley & David Lingo
Mary & G. Carlos Lopez
Judy Marcouiller & Donald Garner
Duncan McCampbell
Linda & John McDonald
Anne McLaughlin
Juan Meng
Varda Nauen
Susan & John Neuville
Norma Noonan
Lori & Gary Olson
Sylvia & Andrew Oxenham
Jaimala Pai & Shane Bohnen
Leila Poullada
Sara Reed
Suzanne & David Rhees

Jo Ellen & H.L. Saylor
Anthony Schmidt
Jocelyn & Scott Sindelar
Jennifer & Daniel Spiller
Miriam & James Stake
Chichi Steiner & Tom Rassieur 

Charitable Fund
Sara Stenberg
Southwick-Sundquist Charitable Fund
Maria & Wade Swenson
Casey Symons
Peggy Brakken Thal & Steven Thal
Marianne Wargelin & Clifford Brown
George Welles III
Amy Wielunski
Karen Wilson Thissen & Paul Thissen

$150+
Mark Adkins Family Charitable Fund
Amy Amann
Anonymous (5)
Susan & Jon Archbold
Jennifer & Paul Bagdade
Jill & Bill Bartel
Jan Bauer
Pearl & Robert Bergad / Choi-Chiu and 

King-Wo Lam Family Fund of  
The Minneapolis Foundation

Linda & Henry Berman
Anna Bethune
Mia & Matt Boos
Catherine Born
Chris Bremer
Ronnie & Roger Brooks
Carolyn & Philip Brunelle
Oyun-Erdene Byambadorj
Kristen & Brad Cairns
Angelina Calderon
Theresa Calderon
Tara & Marcus Carpenter
Harvey Charles
Lee - Chong Family Giving Fund
Marilyn Christensen & Alan Potter
Kay & Glen Christianson
Mary T. Curtin
Joanne & Frederick Czeswik
Craig Dahl
Marna & Brian Dahlgren
Ellen Durkin & James Nelson
Kathryn Engelhardt-Cronk
Lisa Erickson & Marc Johnson
Bobbie & John Evangelist
Concha Fernández del Rey
Dianne Ferrandi & Roy Goslin
Linda Foreman & Mel Dickstein
Kathryn Gates & Peter Everett
Michael Gmiterko
Virginia Grossman
Audrey Grote & Mary Oelke
Jesica & Michael Grotenhuis
Amy Guttery
Berglind Halldorsdottir Birkland
Lisa & Paul Haller
Henry Hanten
Judy Hawkinson & Patrick Plonski
Elizabeth & Van Hawn
Henry Hayden
Cassandra & Matt Headrick
Frankie Heller
Kristin Henning Bartel & Thomas Bartel
Sam Hsu
Beth & Jeff Hvass
Heather & Charles Jacoby
Sonia Jain

Maerenn & Steve Jepsen
Andrea Johnson
Kurt Johnson
Susan Jones
Judy & Frank Jossi
Cindy Jurgensen & Curt Rahman
Ellen & Myron Just
Rebecca Kanten-McCoy & Jack McCoy
Jeremiah & Pamela Kearney Family Fund
Ana Maria & Patrick Kelly
Teresa Kimker
Carol Kissner & Claude Buettner
Jolie & Steven Klapmeier
Margaret Knill
Michael Krause
Marit & Orlyn Kringstad
Kimberly Krohn & John Fishpaw
Marit Lee Kucera
Venetia & Robert Kudrle
Sue & Steve Kuncio
Mike LaFleur
Joann Leavenworth
Anne Linnee
Sylvia & Michael Lovett
Juanita & Richard Luis
William Lunka
Randi Lyders
Eva Mach & John Peloquin
Kathryn Mack
Mara MacMillan
Monica & Tim Marx
Polly McCormack & Keith Engel
Nicole & Paul Melancon
Mary Melbo & John Witek
Katy & Mil Miketic
Karen & David Minge
Amy & Marek Mino
Amina Mohamed & Mohamed 

Abdihalim / Abdihalim Giving Fund
Karen Moore & Bill Spinelli
Susan Moore
Zach Mullinax
Agnes & Patrick Mulvihill
C. David Nelson
Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Megan Newstrom Gaillard &  

Andrew Gaillard
Thomas Newton
Pamela & Gregory Nordhougen
Susan & Stuart Nordquist
Kami Norland & Olaf Kuhlke
Doyle O’Brien & Samuel Krawczyk
Kathleen & Robert Oganovic
Julie & Eugene Ollila
Barbara & Erik Olson / B & E Olson 

Giving Fund
Laurel Ostrow
Doris Pagelkopf
Elizabeth Parker
Henry Pawlowski
Ruth Pechauer
Anne Pflugi & Dave Schafer
Deborah Pierce
Jacqueline Prince
Bory Prom & Jun Li
Sigrid & Dave Redpath
Beth Richardson
Jean Rivard
Donna & Will Roman
Julie Rossate & Jeff VonWald
Tariq Samad
Julie Sanders & Howard Anderson
Duffy & Bill Sauer 

Tera & David Sayers
Pamela Scaia & Paul Tuckner
Christine & James Schoettler
James Schollett
Christine Schulze
Colleen Schwartz & Aaron Archbold
Kathleen Seestadt
Susan Segal & Myron Frans
Nadine Sehnert & Mike Tangedal
Mary Shamrock
Susan Smoluchowski
Dena Sonbol
Carol & Richard Stahl
Carol Steinberg
Caren & Kim Stelson
Mary Steponkus
Anissa Stocks
Marcia & John Stout
Angela Streit & Thierry Ajas
Kathleen Sundberg & Alan Ickler
Lian Tao & Thomas Young
Jane Terpstra & Charlie Stark
Amanda Terry
Rebecca Ganzel Thompson & 

Micheal Thompson
Margaret Thorpe Richards
Christa Tiefenbacher-Hudson
Rebecca Tkachuk & Jonathan Swoyer
Top Law PLLC
Kathy & John Tunheim
Nina & John Tuttle
Anne & Thomas Ulseth
Carol & Ronald Vantine
Lauren Viner
Jeanne Voigt & Jim Sharp
Abigail Wahl
Theresa & Stan Walker
Karen Walkowski
Ruth & David Waterbury
Julia & William Weiler
Lisa Weisman
Jon R. Wendt
Janice & Paul Wicklund
Madeline Wildeson & Fabio Castel Garcia
Susan & Terry Wolkerstorfer
Christina & Mathew Woodlee
Michael Wright 

 

Additional Gift
In Memory of
Bob McCrea

Eleanor & Fred Winston

Additional Gifts
In Memory of
Tim Odegard

Gayleen & William Briggs
Nancy Gaschott & Mark Ritchie

Lisa Hedin
Susan Johnson
Carol Steinberg

In Appreciation of 
Kaimay and Joseph Terry

Rebecca & Josh Chou / 
Fueling the Future Fund

Rebecca & Peter Hawthorne

TR IBUTES



Board Chair
Ross Wilson, U.S. Ambassador (ret.)*

Uri Camarena-Michel, Somos**

 

Vice Chair
Jacob A. Gayle, Ph.D. **

Martha (Muffy) MacMillan**

Treasurer
Jack Malone

Directors
Khadija Ali, Global 

    Language Connections*

Patrick Andersen, CWT

Scott Berney, Carlson Holdings, Inc.

Bradley Buck

Lisa Clarke

Clint Conner, Conner IP*

Stewart Derechin

Adam DeRosier, Land O’Lakes

Caren Dewar, Regional 

    Council of Mayors**

Steven J. Dickinson, Avisen Legal

Drinal Foster, Black Girl Wanders, LLC**

Trevor Gunn, Medtronic, Inc.

Rebecca Hawthorne, Ph.D. 

    MN Private Colleges & Universities*

Ying Iverson, Ph.D. Westcliff University*

Mara G. Kaplan, Pentair*

Mumtaz A. Kazim, M.D.

Sam Krawczyk, 

    Sit Investment Associates

Mary G. Lawrence, M.D.

Marlene Lopez Ibarra, 3M

John Marsalek, Dorsey & Whitney

Laura Masica**

Lori C. McDougal, Reshape 

    LifeSciences Inc.

Tanna Moore

Gillian S. Morris, KPMG LLP

Tom Newton, KNOCK, inc.

Rastislav (Rasto) Nichta, 

    The Toro Company

Robert M. Oberlies, 

    Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

Brenda R. Quaye, Venstar, LLC**

Mike Robinson

Jennifer Rude, American Dairy  

    Queen Corp.

Angela Schulz, Target Corporation*

Nell Smith

Todd Smith, Donaldson Company, Inc.

Lee Suro, UnitedHealthcare Global

Joseph Terry, M.D.**

Michelle Thom, MPA, Ed.D., 

    State of Minnesota

Sue Vallafskey**

Donovan Walsh, The Financial 

    Services Consulting Group

Anna Wasescha, Ph.D., West 

    Central Initiative*

Ex Officio Directors
Jan Bauer, Consul of the

    UK Government Office, Minnesota

Alejandra Bologna Zubikarai, 

    Head Consul of Mexico in St. Paul**

Harvey Charles, University of Minnesota*

Sandra Cruz, Consul General, Consulate 

    General of El Salvador in Minnesota

Beth Richardson, Consul General 

    of Canada in Minneapolis

Iván Roberto Sierra Medel, Head 

    Consul of Mexico in St. Paul*

Mathew Woodlee, U.S. Commercial  

    Service – Minnesota*

Honorary Directors
Sheila Bonsignore

Gary Capen

Thomas Colwell

David Fox

Charlie Hartwell

Peter C. Hawthorne

Leni Moore

Susan B. Plimpton

Robert H. Scarlett

Robert W. Sit

Ertugrul Tuzcu

Katherine W. Youngblood

*denotes Board members who

completed their service or leadership 

position in FY25

**denotes Board members who began

their service or leadership position in FY26

Alex Albrecht, Membership & Gala Manager

Karen Baumgaertner, Professional  

    Exchanges Manager

Addy Cross, World Affairs Events Coordinator

Phil Hansen, President 

Erin Hart, Program Director

Nicholas Hayen, Marketing &  

    Communications Manager

Eric Iverson, Technology Manager

Steve Jaffee, Corporate Relations Officer

Berit Madsen, International Exchanges Coordinator

Jo Mattos, Volunteer & International  

    Student Manager 

Rosemary Milton, Database Manager

Kathleen Oscarson, Director of Operations

Sylvia Oxenham, K-12 Education Manager

Steve Riedel, Senior Corporate Advisor

Julie Rossate,  

    Operations & Special Projects Manager

Colleen Schwartz,  

    Accounting & Business Manager

Special thanks to Mary Curtin and Melisa Gildner  

for their service as Interim Program Director this year.

Current as of September 1, 2025

GLOBAL MINNESOTA STAFF

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S



Global Minnesota’s mission

is to advance international  

understanding and engagement.

Join us in exploring the world.

globalminnesota.org

Global Minnesota is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization, 
meeting the Minnesota Charities Review Council standards and
receiving the highest rating from Charity Navigator.
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